
Spelling and Phonics Policy

Aims

At Welton Primary School we believe that a good understanding of spelling is

vital for effective communication. Therefore we place high importance on the

systematic teaching of phonics and spelling. We strive to develop a love of

language and the confidence to attempt to spell new and ambitious words.

Objectives

● Spell with increasing confidence and accuracy

● Apply understanding of phonics into writing

● Develop a knowledge of common word spellings

● Develop an awareness of spelling patterns and rules and apply in writing

● Make connections between different spellings

● Use a word bank or dictionary to check spellings

Foundation Stage

Spelling is taught through the phonics approach. It is based on the systematic

structured Letters and Sounds phonics programme and our approach meets the

Department of Education expectations.  We plan five adult led phonics sessions

each week which include blending and segmenting sounds and letter formation.

Phase 2 is taught in term 1 along with consolidation of Phase 1. Phase 3 is taught

from term 2 onwards. Phase 4 is introduced in term 5. Learning of the GPCs

(grapheme/phoneme correspondences) are reinforced with actions and

accompanying ditties. Alongside this we teach high frequency words.

Phonics activities are also part of our daily continuous provision that the children

are encouraged to explore letters and words. We plan 1:1 precision learning

which allows continuous monitoring and assessment. Summative  assessment of

phonics is completed at the end of each phonics phase. We make a summative

judgement about literacy indicating progress against the ELG (early Learning

Goals) when the children leave reception. This is shared with parents in the

Summer Term.

Key Stage 1

Phonics and spelling lessons are taught daily in Year 1 and 2. Children continue

to learn GPCs and to consolidate previous learning. In term 1 of year 1, phase 3

and 4 are revised. Phase 5 is taught from term 2 of year 1.



The understanding of grapheme-phoneme correspondences and the skills of

segmenting and blending underpin children’s development of spelling. Children

will learn to spell common exception words/tricky words and words containing

specific spelling patterns as stated in the MNSP Whole School Writing Progression

document which is based on the National Curriculum. The ‘Letters and Sounds’

programme is used to support the delivery of the Key Stage 1 spelling

curriculum. Resources to support the planning and delivery of phonics are saved

in the shared Google Drive.

By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils will become increasingly independent spellers

and will make phonetically plausible attempts at unfamiliar words.

Children in Year 2 will become increasingly aware of variations in spelling

patterns and understand that the spelling of some words is not always related to

how it is pronounced.

Timing for introduction of each of the Letters and Sounds phases

Phase 2 Reception Term 1

Phase 3 Reception Term 2

Phase 4 Reception Term 5

Phase 5 Year 1 Term 2

Key Stage 2

In Key Stage 2, spelling lessons are taught daily. Building on the approaches

introduced in Key Stage 1, there is an emphasis on developing confidence and

independence. Teaching spelling is focused on the recognition of letter strings,

visual patterns, application of spelling conventions and the morphology and

etymology of words. It is a statutory requirement that children in Key Stage 2

are able to spell all of the words on the word lists in MNSP writing progression

curriculum.

An investigative approach is taken to the teaching of spelling, which is supported

primarily by the MNSP Whole School Writing Curriculum progression document. It

is expected that pupils assume increased responsibility by identifying their own

spelling errors, making reasoned choices about likely alternatives and using a

range of resources for making corrections such as dictionaries and word banks. A

range of resources are used to support the delivery of the spelling curriculum in

Key Stage 2.

It is recognised that some pupils will need to consolidate the phonic knowledge

and skills from Key Stage 1. When pupils’ spelling is not at the standard for their

year group, a systematic programme of phonics catch up is implemented. This



includes Letters and Sounds catch up and Nessy. We also use precision monitoring

approaches to spelling interventions.

Learning at Home

We value the support that children have at home to consolidate their learning of

spellings.

In Foundation Stage the children will take home common tricky words and

phonics sounds that have been learnt in school each week. In Year 1, common

exception words are sent home which are then tested at school by staff. In Year

2, the children will have 4-10 spellings to learn at home which will be tested

each week.

In Key Stage 2, weekly spellings will be sent home which will include words from

a range of spelling patterns, those on the statutory word lists and topic words. In

Key Stage 2, the children will be tested on a weekly basis.

Parents will be supported in their understanding of how we teach phonics and

reading through either parent workshops and/or guidance videos that will be

available on our Welton Youtube channel. This will be regularly updated and

repeated annually.

Assessment

In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, teachers monitor and assess the children’s

phonic progress continually to enable as many children as possible to keep up.

This assessment is then used to inform precision learning to consolidate any gaps

in learning. The assessment spreadsheet template is used to record this

assessment in reception, year 1 and Year 2 and also where a child in KS2 is

receiving phonics intervention.

The statutory phonics screening test takes place at the end of Year 1. Children

that do not meet the threshold will re-sit the screening test in Year 2. In Key

Stage 2, spelling is monitored through the children’s written work and assessed

using SIMS. NFER assessments are conducted 3 times a year.

This policy will be reviewed at least every two years.
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