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19th May 2020 (updated 21.05.20) 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As promised in the most recent letter from Alun Williams CEO, I am writing to you to outline the 

measures we are taking at our school to ensure we can re-open Year R, Year 1 and Year 6 after the 

Whitsun half-term break. We have all been working collectively on risk assessments and planning 

documents to ensure the safety of staff and children on-site from June 1st. The risk assessments have 

been checked and endorsed by our health and safety and legal teams and are being constantly updated 

where new government guidance is issued. 

 

The plans in school are very detailed as you might imagine and will be dynamic, as the situation in 

school changes. In the list that follows, I have attempted to share with you how we believe we can 

organise school for the safe return of children: 

 

Arrangements for classes 

 

In line with other schools in the MNSP, we will be open all day Mon-Thurs and Fri in the morning only 

each week. This is to allow for deep cleaning of the school at the end of every week and give time for 

teachers to plan.  

 

To reduce the number of children working together we have split all classes into smaller groups and 

situated these groups across the school site using teachers from across the school. In addition to the 

class teacher, each group will have an additional adult for support. The children will remain in these 

groupings and with these staff for now.  You will be informed as to which group your child will be in, 

in due course. 

 

 

Year Group In which classroom? Teacher 

Reception (Group 1) 

 

Wren (YR) 

classroom 

Mr Munro 

Reception (Group 2) Kingfisher (Y3) 

classroom 

Mrs Hartley 

Reception (Group 3) Nightingale (Y2) 

classroom 

Miss Lucas 

Year 1 (Group 1) Robin (Y1) 

classroom 

Mrs Stevens/ 

Mrs Berry 

Year 1 (Group 2) Hawk (Y5) Miss Jenkins Fry/ 
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classroom Mrs Mattingley 

Year 6 (Group 1) 
Eagle (Y6) 

classroom 
Mrs Hollidge 

Year 6 (Group 2) 
Kestrel (Y4) 

classroom 
Mrs Blackmore 

 Key worker children of 

other year groups 

In one of the above classes depending on age and need.  

This will be communicated directly with families who this affects.  

 
Planning for the curriculum will be led by the normal year group class teacher to ensure consistency 

across the groups. In the initial days and weeks, our focus will be on the children’s mental health, 

wellbeing and re-socialisation at school. The approach to curriculum learning will be gradual and in 

response to the differing needs of the children. 

 

Pick-up and drop off of children 

 

All families will enter the school site by the pedestrian gate at the entrance to the car park and 

follow a one way system around the path (while respecting social distancing) to drop off their child 

at the appropriate gate highlighted below: 

 
● 8.45am: Year 6 children enter by KS2 gate. 

● 9.00am: Year 1 children enter by KS1 gate. 

● 9.15am: Year R children enter by KS1 gate. 

Please try not to arrive before these times. We request that only one adult brings their child to and 

from school. Parents will not be permitted to enter the school grounds however there will be many 

members of staff available at this time to supervise and ensure children enter the correct classrooms 

safely by their designated door.  

 

Parents/carers will then exit via the pedestrian gate next to the car park exit. If parents have children 

in more than one year group they should drop both children, at the correct gate, at the earliest of the 

arrival times. For example, if you have a child in YR and Y6, both children will arrive at the earliest 

time – 8.45am. 

 

The car park may be used for the usual ‘drop off’ however it will not be possible for parents to park 

in the car park at this time. Please support us in this and try to walk to school if possible. 

 

There will be no breakfast club or WACI at this time. 
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End of the day arrangements 

 

From 2.30pm the car park gates will be closed with no vehicle access between 2.30-3.30pm.  

 

● 2.45pm: YR parents will wait outside the front of the school (using all car park and pavement 

space to allow for 2m social distancing). Welton staff will bring children out via the school front door, 

one class group at a time.  

 

● 3.00pm: Y1 parents will wait outside the front of the school (using all car park and pavement 

space to allow for 2m social distancing). Welton staff will bring children out via the school front door, 

one class group at a time. 

 

● 3.15pm: Y6 + key worker/vulnerable parents will wait outside the front of the school (using 

all car park and pavement space to allow for 2m social distancing). Welton staff will bring children out 

via the school front door, one class group at a time. 

 

● On Fridays the same collection arrangements but at earlier times (see below). 

 

Overview of collection times: 

 

 Mon-Thurs timings Friday timings: 

YR 2.45pm 11.45am 

Y1 3.00pm 12.00pm 

Y6 3.15pm 12.15pm 

Key worker children 3.15pm 12.15pm 

 

If parents have children in more than one year group they should pick up both children, at the front 

door, at the latest of the collection times.  

 

If parents are late collecting, the child will remain outside the school with a member of staff 

supervising. Children should not re-enter the school building. 

 

Social distancing 

 

We take social distancing seriously and will be continually reinforcing this with the children at all 

times. To help with their understanding, we will use our new school mantra: ‘Clean Hands! Make Space! 

Stay Safe!’ 
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We have worked hard to ensure that the children are able to socially distance as much as possible. 

The reduced number of children in each class will help with this. In the classrooms, each child will 

have their own table which will be furnished with all the equipment they need. This equipment will 

be for their use only and kept in a tray on their desks. Cloakrooms will not be used and children will 

put their belongings in their personal space. Tables have been positioned with enough space between 

each pupil so that when children are seated they are 2m apart. Younger children will be seated at 

tables more than they usually are however when they are seated on the floor we will use individual 

carpet mats to enable them to play more naturally but at a safe distance.  

 

Additional, practical, equipment for learning may still be used, but kept to a minimum. Equipment 

will be kept within each classroom and will be cleaned at the end of each day. Laptops/ipads will be 

antibac wiped after each child uses them. In the case of resources that are not practical to clean (e.g. 

books) they will then be kept in ‘quarantine’ for a safe period of time if used.  

 

Movement around the school 

 

Movement around the school will be kept to an absolute minimum with all equipment provided at 

desks/work spaces. We have planned for children to use specific toilets and there will be minimal 

numbers of children using them at one time. There should be no planned times when the groups come 

together within the school building. There will be no whole school assemblies. 

 

Break time and lunch time arrangements 

 

Break and lunchtime sessions will be at different times for each year group with children eating in 

classrooms in their spaces. During break and lunchtimes the whole year group will have an opportunity 

to interact whilst outside. Additional staff will also be present to supervise this time and in addition 

giving the opportunity to interact with different teachers and their peers.  

 

 Morning 

break 

(15mins) 

Lunchtime 

- eating 

inside 

(30mins) 

Lunchtime 

- playing 

outside 

(30mins) 

Afternoon 

session 

starts 

Afternoon 

play 

YR 10.30am 11.30am 12.00pm 12.30pm 1.45pm 

Y1 10.15am 12.00pm 12.30pm 1.00pm 2.10pm 

Y6 10.45am 12.30pm 1.00pm 1.30pm 2.30pm 

 

We believe that this will reduce the contact between our children however we do recognise that during 

playtimes, children may not always adhere to the safe distance rule. We have considered procedures 

to minimize this from happening, for example: 
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● There will be no OPAL equipment used.   

● Footballs may be used (hands will be washed straight after playing).  

● No close contact games e.g. touch tag (however safe alternatives to this game will be 

discussed with the children). 

● No use of the ‘trim trail’. 

 

All pupils will need a packed lunch which will be provided for all children in YR and Y1, together with 

pupils eligible for Free School Meals in Y6, by the Midsomer Norton Schools Partnership. All other Y6 

pupils will need to bring a packed lunch. All children will need their own, named, water bottle. 

 

Handwashing 

 

Handwashing for everyone on the school site will take place frequently with soap and water for 20 

seconds and always at the following times: 

 

● on arrival at school 

● before and after eating 

● before and after playtime and lunchtime 

● after sneezing  

● after touching any classroom equipment that is shared by others 

 

Hand sanitizers will be available in every classroom for times when soap and water cannot easily be 

used.  

 

Cleaning of the school 

 

Cleaning of all hard surfaces and other areas of the school will be cleaned thoroughly every day. Friday 

afternoons will be time for a deeper clean throughout the whole school.  

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) should not generally be worn in schools by staff or children 

according to the advice of the Government. We do have supplies of PPE available for staff and they 

may choose to use this in certain situations to protect your child and themselves. In most cases, 

because of the arrangements that have been made, this will not be necessary. 

 
School uniform will not be required as pupils should change their clothing daily if at all possible. PE 

kits will not be needed so please ensure your child is wearing sensible clothes for these activities. 

 

Transition between key stages and schools will be arranged to follow the patterns that have been in 

place in previous years, where possible. For Y6, taster days are planned before the end of the academic 

year and we will send details about this to Y6 parents towards the end of June. Secondary schools in 

the MNSP are making contact with parents/carers to discuss issues relating to transition and Y6 families 

should have received a pack of information already if their child is attending one of the MNSP secondary 

schools from September 2020. 
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We are changing how we set work for children in Y2-Y5 who are not in school. This is because we 

require all Welton staff to teach in school. As a result of this, the MNSP has decided to set work more 

centrally for children at home in Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5. A team of staff, led by Claire Mirams (Trust 

Strategic Lead for Primary School Improvement), will create batches of work to send home. The 

interaction between Welton teachers and children together with the feedback on work produced, will 

be significantly reduced. At this point, and on the instruction from the MNSP, we will not be setting 

work for children in Reception, Y1 and Y6 who remain at home from June 1st, as this would double 

the workload for staff. Parents may use BBC Bitesize, the Oak Academy and any other home school 

resources that they have used up to this time. Together with other schools in the MNSP, we will keep 

this decision under review, but hope parents will understand the difficultly staff face in trying to set 

work for multiple groups of children in different environments. 

 
As a reminder, all schools in the Trust will be closed for all children over the half-term break and will 

be closing after the morning session on Friday of each week to ensure time to deep clean and make 

arrangements for the following week. Please note that schools will continue to supervise and teach 

the children of key workers and those considered vulnerable on Friday afternoons. 

 

Staff and children should not attend school if they have symptoms or are self-isolating due to symptoms 

in their household. If your child were to become unwell at school they would need to be collected 

promptly.  

 

Finally, we are attempting to do our very best to ensure social distancing between children and indeed 

between children and staff. As Mr Williams outlined in his letter to you last week, this will be very 

difficult to achieve. We cannot guarantee social distancing at all times, but have worked to minimise 

the possibility of this happening. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. Please respond to the Google survey you will have received by 

text by Thursday 21st May 3pm to let us know if your child will be attending. This will help with our 

planning. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

John Snell 

Head Teacher 

 


