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1st April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am writing with further updates regarding a number of issues across the schools in the Trust. 
Before launching into these, can I thank all those parents and carers who have taken the time to 
write to schools or me personally, with messages of support. I know this a difficult time for 
everybody, but I hope the communication received from the Trust, schools and individual 
teachers is useful. 
 
Updates: 
 
1) Schools in the Trust will be open as per the schedule in my last correspondence throughout 

the Easter break for the children of key frontline workers and those youngsters considered 
vulnerable. The opening of schools over the Easter holidays, will include both bank holidays 
(Good Friday and Easter Monday). Please continue to book children in using the usual 
method for your child’s school.  
 

2) I have asked teachers to not set work for the 2 week Easter break. This will allow children to 
catch up with missed work, or consolidate leaning, but importantly have a break. Teachers 
will be using this time to also have a break and plan for next term. 

 
3) I know that many children and families are finding this situation a struggle and I recognise the 

social, emotional and health impacts, changes like those we are experiencing have on 
everyone. We are available in schools across the Trust to provide help and I know a lot of 
teachers and support staff are communicating with families about concerns they may have. In 
addition, there is a lot of support on-line for parents/carers and children. The following web 
sites are a good place to start, but please do contact us in schools or me directly, if you are 
struggling to find the help and support you need. 

 

 https://www.childline.org.uk/ 

 https://mindedforfamilies.org.uk/young-people 

 https://cypmhc.org.uk/ 

 https://www.barnardos.org.uk/ 

 https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/support-for-parents/children-s-mental-health/ 

 https://youngminds.org.uk/ 

 https://contact.org.uk/ 

 

4) We are now collating lists of children who have struggled to engage in the on-line learning 
(predominantly in secondary schools). Some children will have had difficulties for legitimate 
reasons and clearly we want to help them with their work. Other children may have opted to 
do less work than they should. It is quite possible that parents/carers are not aware their 
children are falling behind, so I have asked senior staff in each school to make contact with 
parents/carers, if there is any concern about the rate of work being completed. We are doing 
this to try and avoid a situation where children find themselves a long way behind their peers 
when they return to school. We know that children who fall behind in their work can develop 
social, emotional and mental health issues as a result, as well as peer isolation and clearly we 
want to try and avoid this.  
 

5) A new national Free School Meals voucher scheme has been launched to support children in 
receipt of Free School Meals. You will receive information about this once there is further  
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clarity about how the vouchers will be issued. If anybody has missed out on food or vouchers, 
please do let your school know via email or phone. We are operating a skeleton staff in most 
schools to cover administration functions. 

 
6) The predicted grades for Year 11 and 13 are being generated and we aim to have these with 

children as soon as we received updated guidance form the Department for Education. I know 
Beechen Cliff have already issued these as part of their normal reporting schedule and if there 
are any other updates from the school, parents will be notified. As you can imagine, the 
government want the final results for children to be fair for the 2020 cohort and I would ask 
you to reassure your children that they will not be disadvantaged as a result of exams being 
cancelled. 
 

7) Following national guidance, we have updated our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy to 
take into account the unusual circumstances we find ourselves in. This can be viewed via your 
school website, or by visiting the Trust website and selecting ‘partnership policies’ - 
https://www.midsomernortonschoolspartnership.com/documents.htm 
 

Finally, thank you for your continued support and I wish you all a safe and enjoyable Easter 
break. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Alun Williams 
CEO 
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Remember that the site is 
closed for now, but school life 

doesn’t stop and your 
teachers and tutors are here 

to support you 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Try to limit the times you read or 
watch news to once or twice a 
day. Try to avoid ‘fake news’ 
and fact-check information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do the best you can to follow 
Government advice. It’s very 
important we all do our bit to 
help! So don’t leave home 

apart from exercise, shopping 
or for medical reasons.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep in contact with friends 
by phone and video chat for 

some digital face to face time! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get into a good routine and 
vary activities during your day 
– work-time, relaxation, time 

outside and with family are all 
important. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make sure you’re eating healthy 
meals and a balanced diet. Eat 

at regular times – breakfast, 
lunch and dinner! 

 

 

 

 

If you’re feeling stressed, worried or anxious, talk to 

someone: 

 

Kooth: www.kooth.com 

The NHS: www.nhs.uk 

Mind: www.mind.org.uk 

Young Minds: www.youngminds.org.uk 

Childline: www.childline.org.uk 

Call on: 0800 1111 
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