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Head’s start… 
The first term is almost over and we will soon be      
preparing for the run up to Christmas! Before we break 
up however I thought I’d give you an update on school 
funding. As many of you know (and many of you have 
been involved in raising the issue) school funding over 
the last few years has decreased in real terms across 
schools in England. This has, quite simply, had a        
devastating effect on our capacity to provide a world 
class education for children up and down the country. 
You may recall that following protests and outcries from 
schools and communities, the government’s response 
had always been that there is more money in schools 
than ever before.  
As head teachers, we have felt that this has been   
enormously disingenuous as there are more pupils in 
schools than ever before so there has to be more money 
coming into schools. Unfortunately, schools have been 
saying for a number of years that the amount of money 
per school has actually decreased and whichever way 
you look at it, schools are worse off than they were ten 
years ago. The Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) reported 
that schools have had cuts of 8% over the last few years 
and that a one off increase of £3.8bn would be needed 
to at least reverse the cuts. They then added that 
schools will then need a further £1.1bn each year up 
until 2023 to maintain spending in real terms.  
Schools and communities across the country were   
therefore pleased to hear that the government last 
month finally recognised and acknowledged that there 
is a funding crisis and promised to reverse the cuts if 
their three year spending plan is implemented. This will 
amount to an extra £7.1bn by 2022-2023 (this was re-
ported as £14bn on a Conservative advert on Facebook 
but it turned out that the headline of £14bn was altered 
from a BBC news story that had actually reported the 
correct amount of £7bn). While this all sounds like   
marvellous news, I would encourage you as parents to 
continue to listen carefully to school leaders as ‘the  
devil is in the detail’. Firstly, the IFS says that this 
would return funding to the levels of 2009—in effect a 
13 year real-terms freeze. Like many of you, my eldest 
daughter has been at school for 13 years so has actually 
experienced a year on year decrease in school funding 
during her school lifetime… 
So, as the government moves forward over the next few 
weeks, please keep school funding at the top of your 
mind. The noise that has been made across the country 
from schools and communities has clearly resonated 
with government. We will all keep an open mind but 
please also be aware that I fear the glass may still be 
half empty. 
With thanks for your continued support, Mr Snell 
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Wellies 
Please ensure all children have brought in a pair of 
named wellies by the end of term. The weather is 
certainly getting wetter and wellies will allow your 
child to play outside without getting too wet!  

Parent Teacher Friends Association (PTFA) 
As you have probably just read in my introduction to 
this newsletter, school funding from central       
government is still low. This is why we rely so much 
on our wonderful PTFA to fundraise for all the    
children in the school. An amazing £5,749.65 was 
raised last year through a range of fundraising 
events and this has allowed us to subsidise the cost 
of coach travel and trips, provide class budgets for 
teachers to spend on their own classes,              
subscriptions to a range of online resources, OPAL 
resources/storage and new laptops, to list just a 
few. A special big thanks to PTFA member Mr    
Munroe who swam the length of Lake Windermere 
and raised over £400 for the school!  
We also appreciate that times are financially       
difficult for parents too, which is why we only     
encourage you to take part - if you cannot afford to, 
please don’t worry unnecessarily. On that note, the 
money tree fundraiser is looking like a real success 
with families reporting that their children are     
enjoying doing jobs and small acts of kindness! The 
aim is to try and fill the tree with 50p coins         
however there is no commitment to fill the tree. 
Indeed lesser coins can all be added. Every penny 
will help to provide the extras that school has had 
to cut from the school budget. Please return the 
trees to school by Friday 8th November. 
We are now looking for new volunteers who might 
be interested in joining the PTFA. This friendly 
group of parents and teachers would welcome     
anyone who might wish to join the committee and 
plan forthcoming events and activities. The team 
meet once a term in the evening so your            
commitment can be as big or as small as you wish! 
Free  refreshments provided! 
Finally, to let you know that there is an easy way to 
fundraise for the school when shopping at Amazon.  
We have registered the Welton PTFA on Amazon 
Smile which means that every time you shop having 
used ‘http://smile.amazon.co.uk/’ to search for 
‘Welton School ptfa’, a percentage of your spending 
online will be donated to the school at no cost to 
you! Free money! You only have to click the link 
once and Amazon will remember this every time you 
shop. Ask your neighbours and friends to sign up 
too! Click the logo to start... 

PTFA Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 24th October 2.30pm in school 

All welcome! 

http://smile.amazon.co.uk/


Mon 21st Oct Y6 camp week to Heatree Activity Centre, Devon 

Thur 24th Oct PTFA AGM 2.30pm in the school - All welcome!  

Fri 25th Oct Last Day Term 1 

Mon 4th Nov First Day Term 2 

Mon 4th Nov Y4 trip to Somerset Earth Science Centre 

Thur 7th Nov Y3 trip to Cheddar museum 

Thur 7th Nov Cake Sale from 2.45pm 

Mon 11th Nov SEND parents evening week - details to follow 

Mon 11th Nov PTFA committee meeting 7pm in school 

Tue 12th Nov Flu vaccination all children (YR—Y6) 

Tue 12th Nov School football team home match vs High Littleton. Kick off 4pm. (tbc) 

Mon 18th Nov Parents evening week - details to follow 

Thur 28th Nov School football team in inter-school tournament at Somervale 4-6pm. (tbc) 

Fri 6th Dec Welton Christmas Fayre from 3.15pm 

Thur 12 Dec School choir to sing at Good Afternoon Choir event in Bath (1.30pm) 

Fri 20th Dec Last Day Term 2 

Mon 6th Jan  INSET DAY 3 - School closed to pupils 

Tues 7th Jan INSET DAY 4 - School closed to pupils 

Weds 8th Jan First Day Term 3 

Dates for your diary: 

Congratulations to Tam in Y5 whose interview about school careers has been published in an interna-
tional report. Her words were shared with business leaders at an event in London earlier this week! 

OPAL—WE NEED…. 

Brief cases 
Buggies/Push chairs 
Boxes 
Carpet samples 
Cuddly toys 
Guttering 
Keyboards 
Metal pots, plans etc 
Old clothes 
Cushions 
Tarpaulin 
Small world toys e.g. cars…. 
Tubes 
 
Before you throw anything 
away at home, think…. Could 
we use it for play! Just think 
whether it is safe… 
All donations to be put in the 
large chest on the top play-
ground for sorting. Thank you. 
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