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Head’s start… 
Play. That’s part of school life that we rarely discuss 
however I’m pleased to let you know that we are   
embarking on an 18 month project to develop play for 
all children in the school through a project called 
‘Outdoor Play and Learning’ (OPAL). This tried and 
tested initiative is now being used in schools across 
the world and we are fortunate that the director is a 
former member of the Bath and North East Somerset 
play team - he already knows our school well! Key 
staff have already been trained in the project and all 
are very excited about what it will bring to our school. 
The PTFA are also very pleased to be able to support 
the project so your donations and support really will 
be making a huge difference to all the children in the 
school. The total amount of play that children engage 
in each week adds up to a whole day of school, so to 
develop this, to ensure it’s a positive and rewarding 
experience, is essential. Indeed, according to Article 
31 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, ‘all children have a right to relax and play 
and to join in a wide range of activities’ so it could be 
argued that this is something we absolutely should 
embrace. Over the coming weeks we will be letting 
you know more about how you can help - there are 
going to be resources that you might be able to help 
provide - as we hope this will become a real         
community effort. To be clear, this won’t mean 
providing expensive climbing equipment or similar, 
which research shows only has a limited amount of 
benefit for the cost. Rather, over the coming year we 
will be providing children with a range of resources, 
from sand to ropes, materials to music, that will    
enable them to be creative and develop their own 
games and activities either on their own or with 
friends. We will also be developing areas of quiet 
space in the playground as we also recognise that 
there are times when children would like to relax and 
be calm too. Ultimately, this is going to be a change 
of mindset for us with regard to playtimes and 
lunchtimes, but all evidence suggests that children 
who have greater opportunities for positive play are 
better learners and are socially more secure in their 
relationships. We can’t wait to get started - more  
information can be found in this newsletter! Mr Snell. 
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Year 4 café 
Congratulations to the Year 4 Kestrels who, as part of 
their endangered animal topic this term, planned and 
hosted a marvellous café to raise money for the WWF. 
They managed to raise £120.76 for their hard work. 
With thanks to all parents who donated cakes and 
were able to attend the café. It was a brilliant event! 

PTFA—Royal Wedding Competition 
Keep an eye out for the Royal Wedding Make-A-Crown 
competition coming home today. Children are invited 
to design a crown on the card provided and bring into 
school with 50p to enter. Two winners will be chosen 
from each class on the day before the wedding -     
Friday 18th May. 

Collection arrangements 
Please ensure that as parents you let us know if your 
child is going home with another family. We cannot 
rely on information just from your child! Thank you. 

Mobile Phones 
As you are aware, children’s mobile phones are not 
permitted in school however we recognise that Year 
5/6 pupils may need them for safety if they walk 
home. In these cases they must be handed into the 
front office for safekeeping. We are not able to look 
after iPads, tablets and other electronic devices if 
your child brings them to school so please leave these 
at home.  

STOP PRESS: The PTFA discos this week raised 
£323.18 profit! Thanks for your support! 

DON’T FORGET TO 
COLLECT YOUR BLUE 
TESCO COMMUNITY      
CHARITY TOKENS 

WHEN YOU SHOP AND 
DROP THEM INTO THE 
WELTON CONTAINER 

IN TESCO STORES. 
MORE TOKENS MEANS 

MORE MONEY!  

WACI 
The fabulous WACI after school club have spaces - 
contact Jamie on 07716 144408 for details. If you are 
late to collect your child from school and they have to 
attend WACI, you will be charged a standard fee of £2 
for time between 3.15pm and 3.30pm.  



Mon 14th May Y6 SATS week Mon-Thurs this week with SATS breakfast club for all Y6 pupils. 

Fri 18th May Welton Awards 9.10am and Head Teacher’s Tea Party 2pm — invites sent. 

Fri 18th May PTFA Royal Wedding Crown Competition results announced 

Tues 22nd May Y5/6 Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths day at Bristol Aerospace 

Weds 23rd May Y4 Camp 23rd, 24th, 25th May 

Thu-Fri 25/26th Y2 Parent Gallery in main hall - details to follow (24th pm, 25th am) 

Fri 25th May LAST DAY TERM 5  

Mon 4th June FIRST DAY TERM 6 

Weds 6th June International students visiting from SAI International School, India 

Thurs 7th June Y1 singing festival event - details to follow 

Mon 11th June Y1 National Phonics Screener this week 

Mon 11th June PTFA meeting 7.30pm - all welcome. 

Weds 13th June BANES Pupil Parliament - 4 children chosen to represent Welton 

Thurs 14th June Y6 life skills visit 

Weds 20th June PTFA/All Parents funding cuts to schools meeting 3.30pm in the school hall. 

Fri 22nd June Sports Day - details to follow 

Fri 29th June Reserve Sports Day in case of bad weather! 

Sat 30th June Welton Family Fun Day - Details to follow. SAVE THE DATE! 

Thurs 5th July ‘Shuffle up day’ - All pupils move to their new year groups for the morning. 

Tues 10th July Y6 end of year show - dress rehearsal 1.30pm 

Weds 11th July Y6 end of year show - afternoon performance 1.30pm 

Thurs 12th July Y6 end of year show - evening performance 6.30pm 

Fri 13th July End of year school reports sent home to parents 

Tues 17th July Rocksteady concert 2.30pm 

Thurs 19th July Welton Awards 9.10am and Head Teacher’s Tea Party 2pm — invites to be sent 

Fri 20th July Y6 Leavers Assembly 2pm 

Fri 20th July Last day of term for pupils 

Mon 23rd July INSET DAY 4 - School closed to pupils 

Tues 24th July INSET DAY 5 - School closed to pupils 

Tues 24th July LAST DAY TERM 6 

Dates for your diary: 

Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) update. 
As you are now hopefully aware (details in this newsletter!) we are beginning an 18 
month project to develop ‘play’ at Welton and each newsletter will contain updates on 
the project so far. To date, key members of staff and children have been involved in 
planning the project with Michael Follett, the director of OPAL. Our first major part of 
this is to purchase a suitable shed/container to store the play materials! This won’t be 
cheap however with the fantastic combined support of the PTFA, sports and outdoor 
funding from the Dfe and the Tesco token collections in local stores, we hope to be able 
to purchase and build this before the end of the summer term. If you know of any organisation or company 
that might be able to help with the funding or supplying of this, we would be very grateful! Ideally, the    
container will be fairly large with opening doors on the side to enable easy access to the materials such as 
the one pictured here. 

 
What resources will we need? As time goes on, we will be putting 
requests out for resources to add to our play project. Many of 
these resources may sound like junk or scrap, however research 
has shown that play and creativity does not have to be expensive. 
In fact, part of the project is to develop children’s imaginations so 
you may be surprised by what we need. Keep an eye out for more 
information plus a parent survey in the coming weeks. Our first 
request for resources will be before the end of this term with    
further requests made throughout the year to keep our stock     
replenished and fresh.  



International Links 
We are excited to announce that from next term we 
will be starting to correspond with pupils from the Tsu 
City Junior High School in Japan. Y5 and Y6 will have 
the opportunity to make new friends and find out 
more about this interesting country! We can’t wait! 

Judo 
Last week, Y3 and Y4 enjoyed an hour long taster   
session of Judo with coach Finn Gleeson. The pupils 
had a fantastic time learning some rules and trying 
some different techniques with their partners. We are 
hoping to start a Judo club at school in September. 
Watch this space! 

Football league 
The Welton football team have had a mixed season 
with two important matches in the last few weeks, 
originally postponed due to the bad weather. We were 
delighted with the effort the team put into the 
matches with a particularly good win against Trinity 
away 5-0 followed by a close match against High Lit-
tleton where we lost 1-0 on the Astro Turf at Somer-
vale. High Littleton went on to win the league so our 
result against them was close! 






